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Refer to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.) for a 
discussion of the rationale and complete listing of APA rules for formatting reference list 
entries. Only initials are used for first and middle names of authors. The year of 
publication is placed in parentheses. Note in particular that APA entries may be double-
spaced or single-spaced. If references are single-spaced, however, double-spacing is 
required between references. 
 
In reference lists, run over lines should be formatted as hanging indents using a word-
processor program. That is, the first line is flush with the left margin and all subsequent 
lines are to be indented ½ inch. Do not make indentions using the space bar on your 
keyboard. 
 


