
 1 1 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH                                                 ARCHITECTURE DEPARTMENT  
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 

  FATIH A. RIFKI 
   
Teaching Area Architecture  
 
Education Doctor of Philosophy, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (1996) 

   Master of Architecture, University of Oregon.  (1985) 
   Bachelor of Architecture (Distinct.), American University of Beirut. (1978) 
 
Teaching Experience Professor, Department of Architecture, School of Architecture and Design, 

American University of Sharjah. (2005-Present) 
Professor, North Carolina State University, School of Design, Department of Ar-
chitecture. (2004-2006) 

 Associate Professor, North Carolina State University, School of Design, De-
partment of Architecture. (1992-2004) 

 Assistant Professor, North Carolina State University, School of Design, Depart-
ment of Architecture; August. (1985-1992) 

 
Administrative Experience Dean, School of Architecture and Design, American University of Sharjah 

(2005-Present) 
 Associate Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs and Director of Ph.D. Pro-

gram, North Carolina State University, College of Design. (2001-2004) 
Director, School of Architecture, College of Design, North Carolina State Uni-
versity.  (2000-2001) 

 Department Head, Department of Architecture, School of Design, North  
 Carolina State University. (1997-2000) 

 Assistant Department Head, North Carolina State University, School of Design, 
Department of Architecture. (1992-1995) 

  
Professional Experience Urban Design and Planning, Architecture and Energy Consultant (1985- Pre-

sent) 
 Architect - Planner, U.N.D.P/Habitat Nicosia Master Plan (1981-1983) 
 Architect, Ahmet Behaeddin Architects, Nicosia, Cyprus (1978-1981) 
 
 
Memberships European Association of Architectural Education (since 1991) 
  American Planning Association (since 1989) 
  International Solar Energy Society (since 1985) 
  Society of Building Science Educators (since 1985) 
  Association of American University Professors  (since 1985) 
  American Solar Energy Society (since 1983)  
 
Academic and Agha Khan Award for Architecture (2007) and World Habitat Award,  
Professional Awards Building and Social Housing Foundation of Britain, Nicosia Master  
 Plan by United Nations Development Program (Design Team 
  Member. 
 
Publications Over 30 chapters in books, articles in peer-reviewed journals, and conference-

papers in proceedings. Most recent are below; 
 

Madinat Jumeirah and Urban Experience in the Private City, Al Mankakh: Dubai 
Guide, Gulf Survey, and Global Agenda, Stiching Archis, (ISSN 1574-9401 
ISBN 978-90-77966-12-9) The Netherlands. pp: 23-29. (2007) 
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Interview-Dubai, on Speed and Expansion. Space Magazine No. 472, 
Seoul, Korea. (2007) 
Housing Comparison between Charleston, South Carolina and Changsha, 
China. Proceedings of the 2005 Solar World Congress; Orlando, Florida. 
Evaluating (Dis)Continuity in Pedestrian Environments: A Comparative 
Case Study of Two North Carolina State University Campuses, Journal of 
Applied Psychology (ISSN 1454-8062), Special Issue (18th IAPS Confer-
ence), (Eds) B. Martens, A. Keul, Evaluating for Innovation: Social De-
sign of Sustainable Places, 6(3-4) pp:33-42. (2004). 
Designing User Participation for Effectively Designing with User Partici-
pation. Proceedings of the Architectural Research Centers Consortium 
2003 Spring Research Conference; Tempe, Arizona. (2003) 
Architecture as a knowledge-based Tool – Part Two: A Case Study of Ar-
chitectural Programming for Pamlico County, NC, Government Offices. 
Proceedings of the Architectural Research Centers Consortium 2003 
Spring Research Conference; Tempe, Arizona. (2003) 

 
Research Over 10 funded research projects. Most recent 2 are below: 
 

River Bend Town Commons: To develop a Master Plan for the Town 
Commons Park Site that is visionary, forward looking and holistic. Citi-
zen participation is a significant strategy in developing this community-
oriented project. This project pays attention to the historical, physical and 
environmental characteristics and existing assets of the site and aims to 
accommodate the needs of town citizens regardless of age and socio-
economical standing. Furthermore, the project strives to accommodate di-
verse land uses such as town administration, individual and group enter-
tainment/recreation and education/demonstration. Funding: Town of River 
Bend in the amount of $12,000. (2002-2004)  
Pamlico County Government Offices Evaluation and Master Plan Studies: 
An action-research project that is conducted in three phases: First, an as-
sessment of the needs of the county in terms of physical facilities in the 
near term through surveys of appropriate county administrators and staff. 
These needs are compared to norms found in comparable contexts. Sec-
ond, an assessment of what the county possesses in terms of physical fa-
cilities at present through site visits, maps and aerial photographs, as well 
as surveys of appropriate county administrators and staff. Lastly, a report 
on how he county can proceed to reconcile its needs with its resources. 
Several alternative scenarios is the center of this report so that the county 
can begin hiring professionals who can develop these scenarios into real-
izable solutions to the problems and opportunities identified in the earlier 
two phases of the project. Funding: Office of Pamlico County Manager; in 
the amount of $10,000. (2001-2003) 

 
Registration  Registered Architect in Cyprus since 1978 

 


