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O

ver 500 AUS students from
sports teams, student
organizations, volunteer groups,
university leadership programs
and other student associations
were honored at a special ceremony
held on May 24 at the AUS Sports
Complex.

tremendous growth and learning
opportunity,” he said, addressing
the students. “You are the ones
that are the most active and the
most engaged. With your
participation, you have made this
university a more exciting and
dynamic place to be,” he added.  

Speaking at the ceremony, Dr.
Peter Heath, Chancellor of AUS,
congratulated the students for
their efforts and thanked the OSA
for supporting student activities
and individual students. “This is a

Dr. Moza Al Shehhi also thanked
the students and the OSA staff
and announced the upcoming
student facilities planned by the
university. “Projects are underway
to expand our sports facilities and

AUS hands over renovated orphan’s house

our student center. Rest assured
that you will be able to experience
more outstanding student activities
in the near future,” she said.
Eight students received the Most
Outstanding Active Student Award
for their contribution and dedication
in the field of athletics, activities,
community services and the
Student Leadership program in the
academic year 2010-2011, with
each student being awarded Dhs.
5,000 tuition remission.
The award winners were:
continued on page 12

A

fully renovated house of an orphan family
was handed over to the owning family
by community members of AUS on May 11.
As part of the Hand in Hand: Renovating an
Orphan’s Home project, 70 student
volunteers from AUS worked alongside a
maintenance contractor for one month
undertaking a variety of jobs from painting
and tiling, to gardening, cleaning and laying
cement.
The project was organized by the OSA’s
Community Service division in collaboration
with the Sharjah Social Empowerment
Foundation.
continued on page 11
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B

eing recognized for active
participation in extracurricular
activities is every student’s dream.
Recognition increases confidence,
motivates the performer and
increases
enthusiasm
to
participate. The trend of annually
appreciating students during the
annual active student appreciation
has been set by the OSA and the
number is expanding.

Dr. Moza Al Shehhi
Vice Chancellor for
Student Affairs

Students are recognized for
achieving in sports, clubs and
organizations, and leadership; and
for selfless service as community
services volunteers, as peer
coordinators trained in mediation,
and the list goes on. Students are
honored with certificates, plaques,
scholarships and more.
AUS’s Student Affairs has been

appreciative
of
student
engagement in extracurricular
activities at every step. I have
personally witnessed many
students trying again and again
until they succeed, may it be
sports, talent shows, as student
employees or peer coordinators.
The spirit of engagement,
outward thinking and giving ones
best is visible in the continuous
success of extracurricular
activities.
You students outshine; therefore
you deserve to be recognized.
Keep advancing and achieving
as we move into the summer
and fall semesters and you will
find the OSA fulfill your dreams
of being honored and celebrate
your success.

More than 120 students attend OSA training session

M

ore than 120 AUS students
attended a training session on
“Speaking and Presenting with
Confidence” held on campus by
the OSA on May 4. The training
session was in continuation of the
OSA Student Employment Office’s
Vocational Skills training sessions
which are aimed at helping student
employees gain requisite skills to
become more productive in the
workplace.
Conducted by Dr. Bruce Gatenby,
Assistant Professor of the
Department of Writing Studies at
AUS, the lecture covered critical
points on how to speak to others
with great confidence and how to
present confidently in front of a
group of people. Dr. Gatenby
explained that confidence is
something that can be gained
through practice, speaking to
students about dealing with
individuals and groups with greater
confidence and professionalism.
He also explained that presenting
with confidence can be achieved
by planning and preparing
presentations in an effective
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manner and that a successful
confident presenter must interact
with their audience and keep them
engaged.
The lecture was attended by senior
OSA officials. Dr. Moza Al Shehhi,
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
was very thankful to Dr. Gatenby
for sharing his expertise and time
with the student employees and
for supporting the OSA’s initiatives.

She also emphasized on the
importance of tapping available
human and physical resources in
the university to further the
extracurricular activities on
campus.
The students were very satisfied
with the outcome of the training
session and expressed their
eagerness to attend similar
sessions in the future.
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Chancellor Heath hosts 50 distinguished active students

F

ifty distinguished active
students attended a special
dinner hosted by Dr. Peter Heath,
Chancellor of AUS and his wife
Marianne Heath. Held on April 20
at the Chancellor’s residence, the
event was also attended by Dr.
Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs and senior
officials of the Office of Student
Affairs (OSA).
The students thanked Dr. Heath
for his hospitality and for hosting
the special gathering in their
honor. The students also expressed

their satisfaction with the
extracurricular activities offered
by AUS.
Speaking on the occasion Dr.
Heath said “Today, I am glad to
see many students here that are
involved in Student Council,
different extracurricular areas like
leadership, community services,
clubs and organizations, and
others. I am not able to attend all
of your events but I am aware of
your accomplishments. All these
successes would have not been
possible without Student Affairs,

its leadership and those working
behind the scenes playing an
important role to serve you. I am
happy to see you engaging and
enjoying extracurricular events at
AUS,” he said.
The students who attended the
gathering are actively involved in
various OSA programs and are
members of the Student Council,
sports teams, student clubs and
organizations, community services
volunteer programs, peer
mediation program and the
leadership program.
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ASCE Club holds Open Day

T

he American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) Club at AUS
held the ASCE Open Day on May 7
at the university’s Student Center
and Engineering buildings. Students
from universities across the UAE
including University of Sharjah,
American University in Dubai and
Abu Dhabi University were present
at the day-long event of competitions,
food, music and other activities. Also
present in the event were AUS faculty
members and instructors of the
College of Engineering.
The event commenced with opening
remarks from Dr. Jamal El-Din
Abdalla, Head of the Civil Engineering
Department; Dr. Rami Haweeleh,
ASCE Club Advisor and Assist.
Professor of Civil Engineering; and
ASCE Club President Naser Al
Sughaiyer; then followed by a short
video presentation about civil
engineering and the development of
construction around the world.
The highlight of the event was a
series of competitions. The
competitions included the Spaghetti
Bridge Competition, where students
created a bridge out of spaghetti
strands with the objective of carrying
the heaviest load using the least
amount of spaghetti strands; the Egg
Drop Competition, which involved
wrapping an egg in hay in such a
way that it could be dropped from a
height without breaking; the Concrete
Strength Competition and the Rube
Goldberg Machine Competition. “The
basic concept of all the competitions
is for the items created to carry the
maximum strength, yet have the
least weight, that is, to minimize this
ratio,” said Shyma Jamshid, an AUS
student majoring in Civil Engineering.
The AUS team won first place in both
the Spaghetti Bridge Competition
and the Rube Goldberg Machine
Competition. A prize distribution
ceremony was held to conclude the
event.
The event was organized under the
supervision of the OSA’s Student
Activities Office.

4

July 2011

Issue 14

AUS students elect 2011−2012 Student Council

L

uis A. Garcia, a junior Mass
Communication student at AUS
was declared AUS Student Council
President during the day-long
student ballot held on May 25 at
the university’s Student Center.
This year, more than 1,700
students cast their votes for the
30 students who filed their
candidacies to fill in the 13
available posts. Prior to the
elections, the candidates conducted
intensive campaigns around
campus to win their fellow
students’ support.
Students who aspire to be elected
as members of the AUS Student
Council Board are required to lead
an active campus life as well as
have good academic and social
standing. Moreover, experience of
serving on the executive boards
of clubs and regular and active
participation in extracurricular
events and activities is also
essential.

trend is a good indication of our
students’ growing interest to
discuss and effectively address
their concerns about campus life
at AUS,” said Dr. Moza Al Shehhi,
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs.
“The purpose of the elections is
to give the students an opportunity
to elect leaders of their choice who
will give voice to their needs and
work directly with the university
administration,” she added.
The 13 students elected on the
Student Council 2011−2012 board
are: Luis A. Garcia, President;
Mohamed Khalid Aljanahi, Vice
President; Amir Ahmed Hammadi,
Vice President for Public Relations;
Rania Al Ani, Secretary; Waqas
Waqar Kiyani, Treasurer; Yasmin
Khaled Al Mowaqet, Events and

Activities Coordinator; Ahmed
Ismaeel Al Madani, Athletics and
Sports Coordinator; Nikita Naresh
Phulwani, Communication and
Media Coordinator; Setare Ahmad
Fasihnia, College of Arts and
Sciences Coordinator; Waleed
Safwat Al Mezini, College of
Architecture, Art and Design
Coordinator; Azza Sayed Sayed,
School of Business and Management
Coordinator; Feras Majed Hafez,
College of Engineering Coordinator;
and Alyaa Jaafar Al Mansoori,
Achievement Academy Program
Coordinator.
The Student Council election was
organized by the OSA’s Student
Activities Office.

“Since the Student Council office
was moved to a more accessible
location in the Student Center’s
ground floor, more students have
become involved with the Student
Council. This year, 36 percent of
the undergraduate student body
turned up to vote as compared to
24 percent of last year’s. This
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AUS students attend Islam and the West conference

S

tudents from the Student
Leadership Program at AUS
recently participated in a two-day
conference entitled Islam and the
West: A Civilized Dialogue, at the
Emirates Center for Strategic
Studies and Research in Abu
Dhabi. The event was in
collaboration with the University
of Maine.
The conference proceedings aimed
to
enhance
the
mutual
understanding and communication
between Muslims and Western
cultures and create a better
understanding of their coexistence.
An elite panel of researchers and
experts from the United Arab
Emirates, GCC, Middle East,
Europe and the US contributed to
the conference and analyzed
crucial topics such as stereotyping,
clash
of
civilizations,
“Islamophobia,” linking extremism
and terrorism with Islam, and the
perceptions and misperceptions
about Arabs, Muslims and
Westerners.
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The conference discussed various
topics including history and
ideology across cultures, the role
of economic, cultural and social
development in the dialogue,
citizenship and integration,
international politics and dialogue
of civilizations, civil society and
the role of women, and the
problems and prospects of
coexistence.
“It is time to bridge the gap and
start a civilized dialogue. There
were many interesting and
important thoughts discussed in
the conference and what I would
like to see is these ideas put into
action,” said Iynas Al Khaldi, an
AUS student majoring in
international studies.
“The conference has broadened
our perspective on several points
of views regarding the co-existence
of religions. One of the notable
discussions was about a largescale study that projected attitudes
between the west and Arabs,

which was very interesting. Overall
the conference has significantly
added to my knowledge on this
matter, and I admire the effort
AUS made in offering its students
such an opportunity,” said Sawsan
Haji,
majoring
in
mass
communication and advertising.
“The OSA believes that some of
the best means to develop your
leadership skills is through the
people you meet. We continue to
encourage students to attend and
take advantage of such
opportunities with the aim of
providing a better understanding
and tolerance of cultures, to build
a communication bridge and allow
students to obtain and apply the
knowledge they gain,” said Dr.
Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs.
Story by AUS Strategic Communications
and Media Department
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AUS student secures Hamdan Bin Rashid Award

A

US student Hossam Shoman won the prestigious
Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award for
Distinguished Academic Performance recently and
received a monetary prize of Dhs. 25,000.
An active member of the OSA’s Student Leadership
Program, Hossam won the award in the Outstanding
University Student category. The award is given
to a university student in the UAE for outstanding
excellence in academics and extracurricular
activities, which include sports, voluntary work,
community services, leadership, conference
participation and research projects. The award
was open to all college students studying in
universities that are accredited by the UAE Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Research.
Shoman, a mathematics and electrical engineering
major, underwent a tough process of interviews
and had to present his case to the selecting
committee along with a full portfolio and proof of
being an active member of society and being
outstanding in his academic performance. The
award has a minimum GPA requirement of 3.6
and is open to students who have completed 60
or more credit hours.
“I am very happy for Hossam. He is an active
member of the student body and has worked hard
to achieve this. Hossam is always ready for a
challenge and has demonstrated a high level of
commitment,” said Dr. Moza Al Shehhi, AUS Vice
Chancellor for Student Affairs.
“I was so happy and proud to win the Hamdan
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award. I feel this honor
has been awarded not just to me, but to the entire
AUS community. I would like to thank those who
have helped me complete my file. This award is

not the beginning of my success and neither the end
of it. I consider it an important tool which will definitely
help me achieve my goals in the future,” said Shoman.
“I encourage my fellow students to think big and if they
want to set a limit, let it be the sky. I would also like
to thank His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum for giving the youth the encouragement and
aiding them to excel in their field of study,” he added.
Story by AUS Strategic Communications and Media Department

PCC at AUS organizes Palestinian Women’s Week

T

he Palestinian Cultural Club (PCC) at AUS held
Palestinian Women’s week on May 8−12 on campus
with a week of activities dedicated to all Palestinian
women. The activities included an embroidery class for
making fine Palestinian embroidery; an open discussion
about distinguished Palestinian women; a lecture on
Palestinian history delivered by Dr. Mary Wilson,
Professor of International Studies at AUS; an art gallery
of the works of Omaya Juha, a Palestinian cartoonist;
a women’s dabkeh (a type of dance performed in
Palestine) training session; and a cooking class for
traditional Palestinian food.
The Palestinian Women’s Week was aimed at collecting
donations to support Palestinian women and their
families. All donations were sent through Red Crescent.
The event was organized in collaboration with the OSA’s
Student Activities Office.
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Fifty students participate in Qur’an competition

F

ifty AUS students participated
in a Qur’an competition
organized by the AUS Islamic
Cultural Club in the university’s
main building on May 19.
The competition consisted of two
levels, the beginner and the
professional levels. In the beginner
level, participants were required
to read a few verses from Surah
Al Hujurat (The Chambers). The
professional level required
participants to memorize and
recite verses from the same Surah.
Participants were judged based
on the strength of their
memorization, their application
and knowledge of tajweed (rules
of recitation), and knowledge of
tafseer (interpretation) of the
verses. Male and female
participants were judged
separately.

Bilal Al Habsh won first place in
the male’s beginner level while
AbdulMajid Umar took first place
in the professional level. In the
female category, Halimeh Sweidan
and Fatima Tahiyya Ismail tied for
first place in the beginner level
and Fatima Ahmed won first place
in the professional level.
The male category of the
competition had three judges:
Sheikh Deyaa Al Swidan, Imam of
the AUS Mosque; Dr. Ahmed Ali,
Assistant Professor of Arabic
Studies at the Department of
Arabic and Translation Studies at
AUS; and Dr. Abdallah Al Khatib,
Professor of Quranic Exegesis and
the Sciences of Qur’an at Sharjah
University. Female participants
were judged by Ms. Fatima Al Ali,
lecturer of Islamic Theology at the
College of Shariah and Islamic

Studies of the University of
Sharjah.
“The main reason for organizing
this event is for AUS students to
gain knowledge from memorizing,
reading and interpretation,” said
Mohammed Al Nabtiti, President
of the AUS Islamic Cultural Club.
“Surah al Hujurat was chosen
because it is known to be the
Surah of moralities in the Quran,
and learning its interpretation
would be very beneficial and would
positively affect our manners in
our daily lives,” he added.
The competition was organized in
collaboration with OSA’s Student
Activities Office and was sponsored
by Dar Al Ber Society and the
Islamic Information Center.

AUS Games Club hosts interuniversity video gaming competition

T

he AUS Games Club hosted a
video gaming competition on
campus for university students.
Held April 27−28, the event was
a part of a series of competitions
of the World Games Championship
2011 interuniversity tournaments.
More than 250 students from
universities across the UAE
competed in three of the latest

8

video games: Super Street Fighter,
a one-on-one combat game; Pro
Evolution Soccer 2011, a football
game; and Counter-Strike, a
tactical first-person shooter game.
First place winners in all categories
won Dhs. 1,000 each and qualified
to the finals of the World Game
Championship 2011 which will be
held at the end of the year.

The students were very happy to
get their hands on high-end video
gaming hardware and enjoy the
latest video games. Raffle draws
and giveaways were arranged
during the event, as well as live
performances by AUS students.
The event was organized in
collaboration with the Office of
Student Affairs’ Student Activities
Office.
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Dr. Moza Al Shehhi to be honored at Asia’s Best B-School Awards

D

r. Moza Al Shehhi, Vice
Chancellor of the Office of
Student Affairs at AUS was honored
with the Award for Outstanding
Contribution to Education at the
2nd Asia’s Best B-School Awards.
Asia’s Best B-School Awards are
presented by B-School Affaire,
World HRD Congress, with the
Stars of the Industry group as a
research partner, and CMO Asia
as its strategic partner.
The awards are presented to
individuals and institutions that
have set an example of being role
models with exemplary leadership.
It is for individuals behind
institutions who are involved in

the effort of building their
institutions through leadership and
innovation for the supreme
objective of building future leaders.
“I am honored to be the recipient
of such an award. The Office of
Student Affairs at AUS is proud to
note that our efforts in making
university life more than just a
classroom-based experience is
being recognized internationally,”
said Dr. Al Shehhi.
Asia’s Best B-School Awards,
consisting of a trophy and a
citation, will be presented at a
prestigious ceremony in July 2011.
Story by AUS Strategic Communications
and Media Department

OSA launches Student Employee of the Year Award

I

n an effort to recognize the
contributions and achievements
of student employees at AUS, the
Office of Student Affairs’ (OSA)
Student Employment Office
launched the Student Employee
of the Year Award. The award
aims to recognize outstanding
student employees for their
distinguished contributions
towards the department or school
they serve.
Feras Ahmed, a Writing Consultant
at the AUS Writing Center won the
award this year. He was awarded

with a shield and a certificate
endorsed by the Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs. “What makes
Feras exceptional is his talent,
diligence, organizational skills and
his exemplary work ethic,” said
Maria Eleftheriou, Senior Instructor
at the Department of Writing
Studies and Feras’ supervisor.
Five other student employees were
also awarded as honorable
mentions, they are: Ayeh Al Hasan,
Muhammad
Raza,
Shilka
Kunhimon, Kamila Batyrova and
Reem Khalayli.

This year, the OSA received 84
nominations for the award. A
committee chaired by Dr. Moza Al
Shehhi, Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs with members comprising
representatives from different
AUS units reviewed and evaluated
the applications. The winner is
selected based on a number of
criteria including the impact of the
student’s contribution towards the
department, overall work
performance and the ability to
balance work and study.
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Students Residential Life Department:
Your home away from home

S

tudent feedback is very important to us
as it provides us with an assessment of
our performance and helps us chart future
plans and strategies. Towards that end, we
conduct an online survey each year at the end
of the Spring semester. Over 300 residents
participated in the survey conducted recently.
The overall response of the students was very
positive, with 70 percent favoring the quality
of service provided and over 80 percent happy
with their room assignment, their sense of
security and comfort in the dormitories and
the helpfulness of the residential halls’ staff.
The residential halls’ activities for the year
ended on a high note as usual with two farewell
functions; one for women graduating residents
held on April 25 and the other for the men
held on May 4. Another successful event was
a multi-cultural function organized in
collaboration with the Student Council and the
Student Residential Life Association in the MN
men’s residential hall, held on May 31. The dormitory buildings on campus open for summer as over
successful event, entitled “An Appreciation 1,000 students have registered for summer housing. The
Night,” was attended by 120 residents.
remaining dorms, meanwhile, will go through extensive
Student Residential Life has kept half the maintenance in preparation for the Fall semester.

Victorious season for AUS sports teams
of Sharjah Men’s and Women’s
Colleges; Dubai Men’s College; Al
Ghurair University; Zayed
University, Dubai; and many
others.
Dr. Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs, expressed her
great satisfaction for the
remarkable achievements of the
AUS athletes. She stressed the
importance of these participations
whereby AUS athletes acquire
more field experience that help
improve their skills and
competence.

A

US sports teams emerged
victorious in the recently
concluded Higher Education Sports
Federation (HESF) tournaments
for Spring 2011. AUS athletes
performed well in the tournaments
and have achieved first place in
men’s and women’s swimming;
second place in men’s track and
field, volleyball, badminton,
women’s badminton and table
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tennis; and third place in men’s
basketball and women’s volleyball.
The AUS teams participated in
various HESF men’s and women’s
sports events including badminton,
basketball, chess, soccer,
swimming, table tennis, track and
field and volleyball. Competing
with AUS teams in the tournaments
include athletes from University

HESF is the governing authority
of collegiate sports in UAE. Its
competitions are hosted in the
grounds of its member institutions
from across the country. The OSA’s
Student Athletics and Recreation
Department hosts many of these
competitions on campus during
the academic year.
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Orphan’s house... continued from page 1

Dr. Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs; Munketh Taha,
Director of Student Development
and Organization, Ms. Aisha Ali,
Community Services Manager, as
well as all AUS student volunteers,
were presented with certificates
for their work on the project by
representatives of the Sharjah
Social Empowerment Foundation.
“The Hand in Hand project of
renovating an orphan’s home has
become popular among our
students. I am very thankful to
our student volunteers for another

job well done. Hand in Hand is one
of many projects undertaken by
the OSA Community Services
division aimed at promoting
productive relations with the
community. It is also our endeavor
to strengthen our partnerships
with charitable organizations that
will enable us to offer our students
with diverse volunteering
opportunities,” said Dr. Moza Al
Shehhi, Vice Chancellor of Student
Affairs.
“This is about helping other people
who don’t have the means to

Before

After

Before

After

Before

After

renovate their own home, and
better their life,” said volunteer
Nameer Falah Mehdi, an electrical
engineering major in his senior
year. “It is something that is
important to me as I can sense
what they are facing in this life. It
fills me with happiness, knowing
that we are providing someone
with a newly renovated place,
which they can soon call home,”
he added.
Story by AUS Strategic Communications
and Media Department
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Appreciation awards...continued from page 1

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Dana Adel Abdul Khalek
Deepriya Kejriwal
Loay Al Mujadidi
Hasib Taj
Moatasem M. Al Gamal
Talal A. Binmasoud
Nameer Mahdi
Mohammed Hukan

The Student Employee of the Year Awards
were awarded to outstanding student
employees for their individual performance,
achievements and contributions to the
university as student employees. The award
aims to motivate student employees to
become more productive and to inspire fellow
students to become high achievers. The
winners were:
1. Feras Ahmed – Student Employee of the
Year (Writing Consultant, AUS Writing
Center)
2. Ayeh Al Hasan – Honorable Mention
3. Muhammad Raza – Honorable Mention
4. Shilka Kunhimon – Honorable Mention
5. Kamila Batyrova – Honorable Mention
6. Reem Khalayli – Honorable Mention
In addition to the individual awards, cultural
clubs that participated in the AUS Global Day
2011 festival were also honored:
Global Day Best Pavilion Award:
First Place – Omani Cultural Club
Second Place – Palestinian Cultural Club
Third Place – Bangladesh Cultural Club
Global Day Best Performance Award:
First Place – Emirati Cultural Club
Second Place – Jordanian Cultural Club
Third Place – Nigerian Cultural Club
Global Day Creative Idea Award – Pavilion:
Syrian Cultural Club
Global Day Creative Idea Award – Performance:
Pakistani Cultural Club
Global Day Team Work Award – Pavilion:
Iraqi Cultural Club
Global Day Team Work Award – Performance:
Indian Cultural Club
“The Russian Club participates in many
events, as well as creates many events of its
own such as Pancake Day and the recent
Russian Cultural Concert,” said Ramazen
Galyamov, a junior majoring in accounting
and an active member of the Russian Club
which was one of the clubs recognized at the
ceremony. “The benefit in being in the Russian
Club is to meet other Russian students and
to see people appreciate Russian culture. We
were invited this evening because we are a
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very active club that is popular on campus because of its
events,” he said.  
Sports team members, faculty members and staff, student
community services volunteers and graduating students
were also recognized at the event.  
Also present at the event were Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Abdullah Al Thani, Director of the Office of the AUS President;
Salem Al Qaseer, Vice Chancellor for Public Affairs; deans
and other senior officials; faculty, staff and students.
Story by AUS Strategic Communications and Media Department
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AUS hosts First Sharjah University City Chess Championship 2011

T

he Student Athletics and Recreation Department
at AUS hosted in the university’s Sports Complex
the First Sharjah University City Chess Championship
2011 from May 11 to May 15. Organized by the
Sharjah Sports Council (SSC), the championship is
a collaborative event between AUS and SSC under
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
the organizations.
The event witnessed the participation of 42 men
and women chess players from AUS, University of
Sharjah, Mwulieh Cultural Club, Sharjah Chess and
Cultural Club, Al Thiqa Club and Sharjah Ladies
Chess and Cultural Club.
The championship was held in both the individual
and team categories over seven rounds of
competitions. The winners of the team category
were Sharjah Chess and Cultural Club in first place,
University of Sharjah in second place and Sharjah
Ladies Chess and Cultural Club in third place.
Winners of the individual category were Salem Abed
Al Rahman Mohamed Saleh in first place, Omar
Noman Al Ali in second, Talal Mahmoudi in third, Federation. Also present in the closing ceremony
Koulod Al Zarouni in fourth, Abedullah Murad Essa were senior officials from the OSA.
in fifth, and Fahed Saeed Al Zarouni and Amna
“We have been working with SSC in many sports
Mohamed Salem both in sixth place.
events; the chess championship hosted at AUS is an
The winners were awarded with medal, trophies and indication of our commitment to expanding our areas
cash prizes by Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdullah Al of collaboration with SSC under the MoU. Our studentThani, Director of the Office of the AUS President; athletes benefit in SSC events through exposure in
Dr. Omar Al Hai, Secretary General of Higher high level championships that will help them gain
Education Sports Federation; Ahmed Al Fardan, self-confidence and improve their athletic skills,” said
Secretary General of Sharjah Sports Council; and Dr. Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
Sheikh Soaud Al Ma’la, President of the UAE Chess at AUS.
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Leopards shine at AUS Intercollegiate Racket Tournament

A

US concluded its sixth Men’s and Women’s
Intercollegiate Racket Tournament at the
university Sports Complex grounds on April 27.
Organized by the Student Athletics and Recreation
Department, the three-day tournament featured
nearly 200 of the best student-athletes representing
12 colleges and universities from across the UAE.
The players competed in the men’s tennis, squash,
table tennis and badminton categories and in
women’s badminton and table tennis. The AUS
participants bagged the first place in men’s tennis
and squash; second place in men’s and women’s
badminton; and third place in women’s table
tennis.
The 12 participating universities included Preston
University; University of Sharjah (Men); University
of Sharjah (Women); Sharjah Women’s College;
Skyline University College; Manipal University
Dubai; Gulf Medical University; Middlesex
University; BITS Pilani Dubai; Canadian University
of Dubai; Abu Dhabi University in Al Ain; and
AUS.
Dr. Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs, congratulated the athletes for their
achievements and performances stressing the
importance of such tournaments in building strong
partnerships with other educational institutions
and for serving as a platform for students to
network with their peers from different colleges
and universities.
In the closing ceremony, Munketh Taha, Director
of Student Development and Organizations and
Dr. Mohamed Helal, Manager of Sports Programs
presided over the prize distribution of trophies
and medals to winners in the presence of all
participants, university and college delegates,
coaches, referees and staff.
Story by AUS Strategic Communications and
Media Department

14

July 2011

Issue 14

AUS teams win gold in GMU Sports Festival

S

tudent-athletes from AUS won
honors in the Gulf Medical
University (GMU), Ajman, 10th
Annual Sports Festival held from
April 13−20. AUS athletes won
the top spot in men’s swimming
while tennis player Sami Al Saadi
secured first place in the men’s
singles category. He was joined
by team mate Faris Al Sherif to
secure the first place in the men’s
doubles category. The men’s
badminton team achieved second
place in the competition.
Eight universities participated in
the Sports Festival and AUS took
part in men’s swimming, tennis,
badminton, squash and in women’s
basketball, table tennis and
badminton. The AUS athletes
were honored in a prize distribution
ceremony held at the GMU campus.
“I congratulate our athletes for
this great achievement. In spite
being heavily engaged in many
competitions across the UAE
during this peak season, our
athletes manage to maintain their
performance levels to achieve well
in tournaments and represent AUS

in the best possible manner; I am
very appreciative of their efforts.
I would also like to thank the
athletics staff for supporting our
athletes and for holding various
internal and external sports events
to encourage our students to
participate in healthy and
meaningful activities,” said Dr.
Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs.
The Student Athletics and
Recreation Department encourages
its athletes to seize opportunities
during intercollegiate meets to
improve their athletic and social
skills as well as to network with
their peers from other universities.

Relax...
A very simple breathing
exercise:
•

Loosen your clothes, remove
your shoes and lie on your back
comfortably.

•

Take a few minutes to relax
yourself by breathing in and
out slowly.

•

Once you are relaxed bring
your attention towards your
stomach.

•

Take a deep breath and fill your
abdomen with air. Breathe in
as much as possible till you
feel that your abdominal
muscles are tight.

•

Breathe out slowly until your
abdomen feels empty.

•

Continue this breathing in and
out for 10 minutes and you will
feel relaxed.

If you need to know more about
relaxation methods, feel free to
visit us at SLCS, Student Center,
first floor. You can also reach us at
06 515 2767 or lcs@aus.edu.

15

Newsletter of the Office of Student Affairs - AUS

More than 400 students participate in Sports Day

M

ore than 400 AUS students participated in the annual
AUS Sports Day held at the university’s Sports Complex
on May 10. Organized by the Office of Student Affairs’ (OSA)
Student Athletics and Recreation Department, members of
the AUS community including faculty and staff joined the
celebration of the end of intramural and inter-dormitory
competitions for the academic year.
Sports Day featured the concluding games of intramural
competitions and final matches were played for the Women’s
Interschool Basketball and Volleyball Tournament and for the
Men’s Interschool Basketball, Volleyball, Soccer and Cricket
Tournaments. The winners of the events were School of
Business and Management for men’s soccer, volleyball and
cricket; College of Architecture, Art and Design for both
women’s basketball and volleyball; and College of Engineering
for men’s basketball.
The winners of the main inter-dormitory events were Dorm
AB for men’s soccer, women’s basketball and volleyball; Dorm
GH for men’s basketball and Dorm PQ for men’s volleyball.
In addition to the competitions, fun games were held including
tug-of-war, balloon dance, two-legged race, sack race and
many more that saw the participation of students, faculty,
staff and community members.
A prize distribution ceremony followed and winners were
presented with awards by Dr. Moza Al Shehhi, Vice Chancellor
for Student Affairs and senior OSA officials.
“I congratulate all the winners of the competitions. I am glad
to see that more and more students are participating in Sports
Day. I am very thankful to the Athletics staff for keeping our
students engaged with healthy and meaningful activities,”
said Dr. Al Shehhi. “To those staying for summer, we have
more sports activities for you to enjoy. I encourage you to
make use of your sports facilities during the hot and slow
summer months,” she added. The event was concluded with
a barbecue dinner.
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