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About AUS Sustainability

AUS Sustainability Historical Overview

AUS Sustainability was established in 2008 and all the achievements
today are the results of the efforts made by collaborative actions
across campus. As AUS strives to be a leader in areas of recycling,
energy conservation, working to ban single-use plastic and
integrating sustainability into the curriculum, many initiatives have
been introduced throughout the years to achieve AUS’ sustainability
goals. In 2017, AUS Sustainability’s role was reimagined with
support from Dr. Jeannette Vinke, Chief Operations Officer, and

Dr. John Katsos, Associate Professor of Management in the School
of Business Administration. With their vision AUS Sustainability
determined that the most comprehensive sustainability assessment
would be to complete the Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education’s (AASHE) Sustainability Tracking,

Assessment and Ranking System (STARS) report.
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STARS Recognition and Scoring

STARS participants pursue credits and earn points in order
to achieve a STARS Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum rating.
The credits included in STARS span the breadth of higher

education sustainability and include performance indicators
and criteria related to academics, engagement, operations,

and planning and administration.
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SILVER

In 2018, AUS received a rating of Bronze. It was the first
university in the MENA region to receive a rating. In 2021,

AUS renewed its STARS rating and received Silver. This report

highlights the findings made from each of the four focus areas

within the STARS report.
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1 2 8 Hectares Total Campus Area
3 5 O Total Faculty

5 Total Staff

1 0 1 8 Faculty & Family Living on Campus
I

1 3 1 2 Students Living on Campus
[
5 1 98 Total Student Enroliment 2019-2020
/
1 78 245 m2 Academic Buildings
/
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1 6- 5 % of graduate

courses address sustainability

Academics

2 1 % of undergraduate

courses address sustainability

9 5 % of academic departments

offer a sustainability course or a course

that includes sustainability topics
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Academics

Undergraduate
Programs

AUS has sustainability-focused degrees
and minors in the College of Arts and
Sciences (CAS) and College of Engineering
(CEN). CAS offers a Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Sciences and a Minor in
Environmental Sciences, and CEN has a
Minor in Renewable Energy and a Minor in

Environmental and Water Engineering.

Graduate
Programs

AUS has sustainability-focused graduate
programs in the College of Engineering
(CEN). CEN has a master and PhD program
in Engineering Systems Management

and a master program in Construction
Management, all of which have

sustainability at the core of their learning.
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ENGAGEMENT
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iences outside the
formal curriculum. Engaging students in sustainability
issues through co-curricular activities allows
students to deepen and apply their understandings
of sustainability principles. Campus Engagement
includes support for the entire campus community
equipping the community with the tools, knowledge

and motivation to promote sustainability.
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Community
Partnerships

AUS sits on the board of the UN Global
Compact UAE Local Network, which is a
network of 151 UAE organizations/companies

signed up to the UN Global Compact.

Engagement

Inter-Campus
Collaboration

AUS is a member of numerous
local, national and international
organizations. The following

are a few of the sustainability-
focused inter-campus networks
and organizations with which AUS
is affiliated.

e Association for the Advancement
of Sustainability in Higher Education
e Emirates Environmental Group

e Sustainable Campus Initiative

via the Environmental Agency -

Abu Dhabi
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OPERATIO

The Operations category seeks to tions that take

sustainability into consideration in t aking. There

are numerous ways that an institutic eir overall
environmental impact, including tracl ing greenhouse
gas emissions; implementing green b s and sustainabl
building management, such as energ agement;
providing sustainable dining options; ental landscape
management and protecting campus ploying sustaina
procurement with attention to electr 1 cleaning product
providing sustainable transportatio pus users; and

following sustainable waste and reg ent practices.







Office Paper Purchasing New Construction

100% of the office paper purchased by AUS is During the reporting period, all new

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified. FSC construction was certified with an Estidama
certification indicates that the paper has been Pearl 2 rating, a green building standard.

sourced from sustainably managed forests.

Operations



Transportation

The Transportation category seeks to recognize
institutions that are moving toward sustainable
transportation systems. Transportation is a major
source of greenhouse gas emissions and other

pollutants that contribute to health problems.

Operations

AUS Community Commute

of faculty and staff use more

sustainable commuting

756% options*

of students use more

sustainable commuting

71 .9% options*

* Such as walking, bicycling, vanpooling or carpooling,
taking public transportation, riding scooters, campus

shuttle, or a combination of these options.
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e Employee Educators Program: Create resources
and foster a sustainable office culture at AUS.

e Community Service: Collaborate with the Office of
Student Affairs to develop more community service

that is focused on sustainability.
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CONTACT US

American University of Sharjah
PO Box 26666

Sharjah

United Arab Emirates
www.aus.edu/sustainability

sustainability@aus.edu



